The Apex
Chapter XIX
Volume 19, Number 1

Days are like ruck sacks, all the same size.
But some people just get more into them.

January 10, 2015

The Apex is a quarterly publication of Chapter 19, The Special Forces Association, C/O William Bauman, 3 Brookview Circle, Jamesburg, NJ 088312514. The contents of this publication do not reflect any official position of any agency of the US Government or the Special Forces Association. The
views or opinions expressed herein are those of the editor and the members..

CHAPTER
OFFICERS
President:
Walter Rosario
Vice-president:
Paul Callamaras
Secretary:
Dennis Robbins
Treasurer:
Bill Bauman
Assistant
Treasurer:
Paul Callamaras
Editor
The Apex
Bill Bauman

Past Presidents

Walter Rosario, Dennis Cordoni, Larry Jasper,
Jack Kennedy, Art Grim, Garry Fink, Jim Miller

May 16, 2015
Saturday
Annual Dinner
(No meeting)

June 21
SFA Convention
July 19
August 15
Saturday
Annual Picnic (No
meeting) location
TBA

Chapterxixsfa@aol.com

732 521 6090
Contributing editor
for The Drop
Dennis Robbins

September 20
October 18
November 15
December 20
Annual
Christmas
(Holiday)
Brunch
(No meeting)

Meeting
Place
HOLIDAY INN
Continental Cafe
4701 Stelton Rd.
(Hwy. 529)
(South of Exit 5,
Interstate 287)
South Plainfield,
New Jersey
07080
908 753 5500

2015 Meeting Dates
January 18
February 15
March 15
April 19

Circa 1974, Current chapter members of this team are Walter Rosario
(left top row), Jim Walker (standing next to Paul), Paul Drensek, kneeling, Tom Bumback (center) and Frank Algeciras (right).

Meeting Agenda
9:00 A.M.
Breakfast
(optional)
10:00 A.M.
Meeting begins.

This is an impressive crowd.

Frank Iacobelli and Lou Hernandez

This is our chapters bank statement for the month ending November 30, 2014
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Web Site
Our thanks go to Lou Hernandez for setting up the chapter
website, www.sfa19.org. It’s up and running, but we’re still
tweaking the site to maximize its usefulness. We really want
your feedback: What do you think? Do you like what you
see? All suggestions are welcome! The site is far from complete and features are being added as we march forward.
Bob Carpinello, Lew Jones and Tony De Santis

Tim and Hellen Baranyay, UNK, Walter, Lew Jones,
Garth Von Homan, Peter Aparin

When you visit the site, notice that there currently are four
distinct “pages.” They are:
Welcome
About Chapter 19
Events
Links
The Welcome page is obvious. The About Chapter 19 page
shows our list of officers along with a brief history of the organization. The Events page speaks for itself. The Links page
provides handy connections to a number of relevant websites,
such as the Special Forces Association, the SF Museum and
gift shop. Again, we ask that you please go to sfa19.org and let
us have your comments. Send your comments and suggestions
to me, Bill Bauman, via email at Billke2u0@aol.com

Christmas Luncheon
Once again, our annual Christmas bash was held at Woody’s
Tavern in Farmingdale, New Jersey. The room was filled to
capacity, with many making time to see Walter Rosario. Walter, despite his wheelchair-bound condition, managed to make
his way around the room.
We have a group picture with the greatest number of people in
attendance that we’ve ever had. Our count was close to fifty.
This year we took the group photo early to avoid having some
of our crew left out. If you look close, you can see Walter in
the center.
This year we tried something new: We added a fee of $30 per
member to cover the cost of the wine, the hors d’oeuvres and
the DJ. Speaking of the DJ, she provided a very poignant moment for all when she played the Ballad of the Green Beret as
Walter was leaving the room. It was quite moving when Wal-

3

ter got up from his wheel chair to stand at attention while

While we are on the subject of finances for the affair, we

the music played.

can’t ignore the generosity of four members who made

The party was a financial success. Here’s the breakdown:

substantial donations to the fund set up for the party. We

$1,600.00 Gross collections

tip our berets to Bryan Mac Donough, Don Lovell, Steve

- $400.00 paid to DJ

Melnyk and Paul Callamaras. Their generous donations

- $948.00 paid to Woody’s

put us over the top. Bryan, Don, Steve and Paul we

+ $252.00 net to chapter

THANK YOU.

Tony De Santis
Tony, who recently rejoined our chapter, arrived at the party with a rather large book. It contains his collection of
photos and newspaper clippings about the formation of the
303rd SFOD, the beginnings of reserve Special Forces,
that date from those early days of 1956 to 1980. We have
a photo of the book, it is rather large. Foolishly, we didn’t
take a photo of Tony and the book together.
Take a look at the photo of the book and you get a perspective of the book’s size. The book was photographed leaning against the bumper of Paul Callamaras’ SUV - that

Jack Kennedy, Paul Callamaras, Connie Robbins and on the
table is the history book, donated by Tony De Santis, that
documents the roots of our organization roots. You can see
at closer look below.

should give you an idea as to the size of the compilation.
The book is sitting on the ground with its top resting on top
of the SUV’s bumper. In addition to its size, the book cover is neither leather nor plastic - it is plywood. We had to
tweak the Photoshop program to show the grain of the
wood since that wasn’t perceptible because of the cameras
flash. Considering the size and workmanship of the book,
it is a remarkable effort!
The book will be on display again at our May party.

Membership Renewals for 2015
If you renew your Special Forces Association membership
annually, that time is now. If your $30 renewal check
(made out to SFA Chapter 19) is not received before January 25, your membership will lapse. So please take a moment to mail that check to me at:
W. Bauman
3 Brookview Circle
Jamesburg, New Jersey 08831-2514
As of today, 22 of the 39 Chapter members who do renew
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their memberships annually have already done so. That
leaves 17 members who have not renewed. If you are one
of the 17, we ask that you please send your check ASAP.
If your membership is current the renewal rate is $30:
however, if your membership has lapsed (or will lapse
after January 30) then the membership reinstatement rate
is $35. We have imposed the perhaps arbitrary date of January 25 for the receipt of your check to allow for time to
process the paperwork. If for some reason you will be unable get the renewal check to us before the January 25
date, then let us know ASAP so that we can cover the renewal for you.
Let us know if you have already renewed and have not as
yet received your 2015 membership card.

A Changing Of The Guard
On January 1, there was, in a small way, a changing of the
guard. I have been our chapter’s treasurer for at least 15
years and Paul Callamaras has been the assistant treasurer
for several of those years. It was time for me to step back
and hand over the job to Paul. Paul is now chapter treasurer and I the assistant treasurer.

Special Forces Association Calendar
After the 2014 Association Calendar sale, we found the
calendars not only looked good on our walls at home, but
they also earned a modest profit for our chapter. We recently inquired into the possibility of restocking the 2015
calendars. We wanted to get a leg up on the project for the
coming year. But when we asked Fayetteville about the
calendar, we got this answer to our email.
We are not doing a calendar next year (2015) thank goodness.
Cliff Newman
Administrative Director
Special Forces Association
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This photo is circa the late 1960s during Tom’s early days
with the 11SFG (Abn). Here we have on the left Frank
Prainito, Tom Bumback and Silas (Jim) Dawson as they prepare to go up the hill at West Point,,New York for some winter training.

Although the calendar program was a success for us, our
best guess is that it was not for the Association.

The V42 Knife
After several months since our last contact with Chapter
28 (The Devils Brigade Chapter) nothing has been heard
on this project. Now at long last the knife will be put on
sale this spring.
The V-42 (MSRP $549.99) will make its much-anticipated
debut at The Shooting, Hunting, Outdoor Trade (SHOT)
Show in Las Vegas, before becoming available to the public in late Spring, 2015.
Below is a copy of a PRESS release by The CASE company. Case is the company charged with reproduction of the
knife. Complete release out soon.
After years of research and development, W.R. Case &
Sons Cutlery Company – one of the world’s foremost manufacturers of premium, hand-crafted knives – is proud to
announce the release of its “faithfully true” World War II
V-42 Stiletto. The knife will make its official premiere at
SHOT Show in Las Vegas, starting January 20, 2015.
We will keep you posted as more news is received fromChapter 28.
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Last spring we talked about
this project and how Chapter
19 can benefit from the sale
of the V-42. We will be the
Region #1 sales representative for the sale of the knife.
Thus all knives sold in our
region will be processed
through us and we will receive a commission.
The V-42 (MSRP $549.99)
will make its muchanticipated debut at The
Shooting, Hunting, Outdoor
Trade (SHOT) Show in Las
Vegas, before becoming
available to the public in late
Spring, 2015.

SICK CALL
Walter Rosario
On Monday, December 15, Walter went to work as usual. Shortly after his arrival, he collapsed and was taken
by ambulance back to his home, where his doctor recommended that he enter into a hospice program. For
Walter this would be in his home where he is now.
Within a short time after the announcement of his condition, he has been visited by numerous chapter members and friends. We have John Welgos to thank for
keeping us informed of the situation. That information
has been passed on via email in all-points bulletins. We
will continue to pass on any new information as it is
received.

Duke Muller
Al Smith called to say that Duke has been hospitalized
for pancreatitis. At that time he was heavily sedated and
the most recent word is that he too will be in hospice
care.
Our most recent information is that Duke is feeling
much better and talking, something that he could do before but with great difficulty.
FYI, Duke is currently living in Port Orange, Florida.
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This, we are guessing, is a temporary move from his
New Brunswick, New Jersey, home.

til sometime in the mid-1990s (we do not know when he
retired). He began with Company B at Camp Kilmer,
and his last tour of duty was as an IMA at USASOC,
Fort Bragg.
Published in The Times, Trenton, September 30, 2014.

Silas (Jim) Dawson
Jim has, for these past several years, been troubled by
bladder problems and even with this condition he was in
good spirits during our recent contact

THE ROSTER
Changes

TAPS
Tom Bumback (MSG)
Thomas R. Bumback of MANCHESTER, New Jersey;
died peacefully at his home on Thursday, Sept. 25,
2014. He was 72. Tom was born on Aug. 23, 1942, in
Plainfield, NJ. He joined the U.S. Army two weeks after
his 17th birthday, and after he was discharged from active duty he served an additional 20 years in the U.S.
Army Special Forces (Reserve). He raised his family in
Hamilton, NJ, where he worked as an independent
building contractor. Tom is survived by his daughters,
Jennifer and Jacklyn; five grandchildren; companion,
Jean Murphy; sister, Carol Schmidt; brother, Peter Rowley; stepfather, George Rowley; and several nieces,
nephews, and cousins. The memorial service will be
private. Tom had been sick for a number of years. In
2002 he developed uncontrolled diabetes. Then in 2009
he was diagnosed with lung and lymph node cancer and
given 6 months to a year to live. Subsequently he dealt
with Parkinson's disease and severe heart failure along
with everything else.
Tom was cremated and his ashes were given to his
daughters: however, no information is available as to
where, when, how and if his daughters will scatter his
ashes.
Tom’s time with SF go back to 1966 and continued un-

8

New Email address
Orlov Andy
20 Emerson Drive
Washingtonville NY
10992-1126
845-614-5516.
andyvolro@gmail.com
New address and phone number
Bob Ponzo
93 Sentinel Ridge Lane
Stafford VA
22554
540 659 7212
oznopsf@gmail.com

Additions
Mike Maguire (new member)
32081 No. Chestnut Trail
San Tan Valley AZ
85145
480 924 1746
lmaguire2@cox.net
Dick Tumm (new member)
231 Rumford Ct.
Newtown, PA 18940-1773
dickt425@verizon.net
Dick transferred his membership from chapter 11 to
Chapter 19
Deletions: None

